







'OWN • OF * ©ILMANTON






COMPRISING THOSE OF THE
Selectmen, Collector, Treasurer, Auditors,
Town Clerk and School Board,
Year Ending March I, 1888.
LACONIA, N. H.:






To the Tax-Payers of the Town of Gilmanton, I herewith sub-
mit my report as Collector:
Whole amount of taxes committed to me for collection,
" collected and paid to treasurer,
I have received in abatements,
In above abatements there was overtax,
Actual abatements,







Charles H. Goodwin, Collector.







































June 25, By paid S. C. Beck, order in full,
A. V. Edgerly, order in part,
J. Watson,
''





A. T. Page, order in full,
O. E. Moulton, order in part,
J. T. Oilman,
"






By paid D. S. Leavitt, use of watering trough, 1887, $ 3 00
C. A. Price, " " 3 00
G. C. Prescott, *' " 3 00
J J. Hoadley, board of town officers, March and April,
1887, 3 00
J. Brown, use of watering tub, 1S87, 3 00
Lewis, Vaughan & Co., printing town reports, 18S7, 20 00
C. H. Connell, board of town officers, horse baiting, of-
fice rent, 44 55
J. Connell & Co., stationery, 1 00
Estate of J. Ellsworth, use of watering trough, 1887, 3 00
$397 25
Roads and Bridges.
By paid J. K. Dudley, for labor on highway, in 1886, $ 30
E E. Merrill, labor on highway, non-resident tax of E.
F.Hall,' 1SS6,
J. R. Munsey, damage to wagon on highway, in
"
R. W. Page, bridge plank, "
J. P. Hussey, repairing plow,
"
1887,
F. D. Young, lumber for use of town, •'
J. R. Munsey, money paid for rep. road machine, "
Thomas Cogswell, for one man and four oxen 28 days
on highway, 1SS7,
C. D. Weare, labor on highway,
C. M. Batchelder, damage to plow, 1886,
Cyrus Varney, labor on highway, 1887,
A. V. Edgerly, damage to carriage on highway, "
S. Goodwin, labor on highway,
J. P. Clough, " and money pd. out, "
E. A. Page, for damage and expenses of accident on
highway, 1887,
A. R. Page, labor and money paid for labor, "
J. Watson, labor on highway and bridge plank, '•
D. Bickford, " "
J. W. Ham, guide-board, "
J. K. Dudley, storage road machine, "
E. C. Varney, labor on highway, "
J. R. Munsey, running road machine, money pd. out,
L. E. Page, bridge plank, 18S7,
G. P. Miller, damage to wagon on highway, "
H. Beede, labor on highway, "
A. Burbank, " "
2 50
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By paid C. H. Shannon, labor on highway, 18S7, $ 8 50
F. N. Merrill, " " 3 5°
M. S. Gale, " " 7°
C. P. Webster, lumber for repairing bridge,
"
1 50
J. P. Hill, labor on highway,
"
5 35
D. S. Ayer, " " 5 75
D. C. Page, " " 4 37
J. R. Munsey, money paid for labor on highway,
"
43 88
" labor " " 11 5°
C. W. J. Peaslee, " "
"
3 S7
J. Brown, " "
"
29 75
*• 40 feet of oak plank,
" 80
" damage to plow, " 75
J. S. Page, bridge plank and labor on highway, " 15 36
F. D. Young, " for use of town, " 3 S6
E. S. Nelson, " " " 406
C. C. Varney, labor on highway, " 6 49
A. A. Jones, bridge plank for use of town, " 3 18
J. S. Osborn, labor on highway,
"
3 25
W. N. Swain, " " 3 75
L. E. Page, " " 2 26
R. W. Page, bridge plank for use of town, " 1 1 00
J. L. Jones, labor on highway,
"
3 10
G. F. Kelley, for man and 4 oxen operating road ma-
chine 22 days at ?6 50 per day, 143 00
A. PI. Emerson, lumber for railing road, 1SS7, 11 67
J. Young, labor on highway,
"
3 2,3
G. C. Prescott, " " 2 88
C. A. Osborn, bridge plank, labor on highway, " 612
G. II. Greenough, ; ' " " 15 82
N. B. Jones, labor and lumber, repairing bridges, and
railing road, 17 30
S. B. Swain, labor on highway, 1887, 3 00
J. K. Dudley,
" " 2 35
II. E. Marsh, damage to plow, " 1 00
J. A. Jones, bridge plank and drawing the same,
"
4 36
II. E. Marsh, labor on highway, " 2 25
T. B. Lane, damage to plow, " 2 50
J. Connell & Co., nails for the town, " 96
C. D. Weare, furnishing guide-boards, setting and let-
tering board 75
C. II. Goodwin, damage to carriage, 1S87, 2 00
Win, Ilaynes, labor on highway, " 412
J. W. Ham, " 1 50
$955 76
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By paid C. H. Goodwin, expense of breaking roads in win-
ter of 1886-7, $2,538 43
Abatements.
By paid D. Bickford, for loss of horse, 1 887,
G. Taggart, abatement for over tax, "
W. N. Swain " "
C. E. French, abatement of poll, "
C. H. Goodwin, collector, over tax of A. S. Leighton,
Thos. Cogswell, abatement overtax, 1887,
J. W. Merrill, " steer lost, 1SS6,
M. S. Clough, " ox " 1887,
B. F. Webster, drawback for over tax, r886,
C. II. Goodwin, col., abatement poll tax of J. Morri-
son, 1SS7,
C.H.Goodwin, " " B. A. Ricker, *'
J. C. Page, abatement of poll tax
"
C. H. Goodwin, col., abat. highway tax E. F. Estes,
in iS36,
O. Folscm, abatement for loss of cow, '887,
W. N. Swain, " " horse 18S6,
C. H. Goodwin, collector, abatement non-resident tax
worked in 18S7,
C. H. Goodwin, " " poll tax of C. E.
Otis in 1887 and highway tax of 1S86,
£23 55
Poor of the Town.
By paid J. M. Hillsgrove for board of Mrs. S. A. Young from
April 3 to May 23, 1887, 10 50
S. A. Taylor, med. aid to Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Dock-
ham from May 6 to June 25, 1S87, 20 00
J. M. Hillsgrove, board of Mrs. S. A. Young from May
23 to Aug. 22, 1S87, 1950
VV. S. P. Sanderson, aid to Win. Sidney, 2 40
J. M. Hillsgrove, board of Mrs. S. A. Young from Aug.
22 to Sept. 26, 1887, 7 50
M. J. Davis, board of Mrs. S. A. Young from Feb. 28
to April 3. 1887, 7 50
Geo. H. Brown, med. aid to Wm. Sidney, 17 00
S. H. Dearborn, " 5 00
J. M. Hillsgrove, board of Mrs. S. A. Young, 3 00
D. S. Ayer, aid to M. B. Dockham, 1SS7, 1 50
M. A. Bunker, board of Mrs. S. A. Young from Oct. 8
to Dec. 10, 18S7, 13 50
74
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By paid A. A. Jones, aid to Wm. Sidney,
M. A. Bunker, board of Mrs. S. A. Young from Dec.
10, 18S7, to Jan. 14, 18S8.
W. S. P. Sanderson, aid to Wm. Sidney,
J. Connell & Co. " M. B. Dockham,
S. H. Dearborn, " Wm. Sidney,
J. Connell, morphine furn. Mrs. M. B. Dockham,
Aid to Soldiers.
By paid O. E. Anis for board of Geo. P. Barron and 2 boys,
L. Pickering, aid to self,
W. N. Dennett, board ot A. S. Gale from April 24 to
July 3, 1887,
L. Pickering, aid to self,
W. N. Dennett, board of A. S. Gale from July 3 to
Oct. 30, 18S7,
W. N. Dennett, " " Oct. s° to
Dec. 4, 18S7.
L. Pickering, aid to self,
E. J. Lord, burial ex. of D. G. Allen,
L. Pickering, aid to self,
C. A. Dockham, " D. G. Allen,
S. Watson, board of D. G. Allen during his sickness,
S. C. Place, " A. S. Gale from Dec. 4, 18S7,
to Feb. 26, 1888,
J. F. Place, board and care of D. G. Allen,
7
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Damage Done Domestic Animals.
By paid A. V. Edgerly, order for
J. Ellsworth,
"
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By paid Town officers,
School Board, in 1886,
" 1887,
Two notes in favor of the town,








John W. Ham, ") Selectmen
Albert R. Page, > of
Jay R. Munsey, ) Gilmanton.
We. the undersigned, have carefully examined the foregoing accounts
and find them correctly cast and properly vouched, and a balance of




Liabilities of the Town.
.1
G. M. Bunker, order for $20 00,
O.E. Moulton, balance " 8 44,
Interest due March i, i838, $14 50
L. A. Hussey, two orders,
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N. Hodgdon, order,
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Assets of the Town.
Cash in hands of Treasurer, S3, 534 61
Two notes in favor of town, 98 90
One safe, 164 50
Due from M. S. Gale, Collector, 93 08
Land purchased for town, 100 00
One road machine, 250 00
$4,241 09
$9,817 96
Indebtedness March 1, 1887, over means, $12,406 11
" 1888, " 9,81796
Reduction of debt in 1887, $2,588 15
John Connell, Treasurer.
John W. Ham, ^ Selectmen
Albert R. Page, > of
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School Report.
To the Citizens of the Town of Gilmanton:
The school board herewith submit their second annual report
:
The number of schools supported by the town district during the
year has been thirteen.
The Kelley and Parish school, Nos. 1 and 15 ; Potter, No. 2
;
Hall's Hill, No. 3; Pond and Griffin, Nos. 4 and 14 ; Smith
Meeting House, No. 5 ; Cogswell, No. 6 ; Lougeetown and Gale,
Nos. 7 and 11 ; Allen's and Jones' Mills, Nos. 8 and 13; Acad-
emy Corner, No. 9 ; Sanborn and Lamprey, No's. 10 and 17 ;
Rogers, No. 16 ; Iron Works, No. 18 ; Guinea, No. 12.
No. 1,
—
Kelley and Parish School.
Kelley.
Summer term of six weeks taught by Mrs. Etta M. Gilman.
Under Mrs. Gilman's thorough and systematic instruction, this
school is making decided and rapid progress. Classes in reading
were especially noticeable. Rhetorical exercises were very in-
teresting.
We consider the school very fortunate that secures the ser-
vices of Mrs. Gilman as instructress. No. of visitors, 14.
Roll of Honor : J. Wheeler Brown, Leon C. Merrill. Georgie
E. Brown, Emma B. Brown, Florence E. Carr, Mary B. Carr,
Annie M. Carr, Mary E. Gould. .Maud E. Gilman, Eva G. Os-
born and Mabel F. Kelley. P.
(No. 15.) Parish.
Fall term of seven weeks, Mrs. Etta M. Gilman teacher. Mrs.
Gilman fully sustained her long established reputation as a first-
class teacher. This school was a grand success in every depart-
ment. The classes in reading showed thorough drilling, as also
the classes in mathematics.
The recitations and declamations were very interesting and
were listened to by many of the parents and friends of the
scholars.
At the close of the exercises, the teacher was presented with
an elegant album. No. of visitors, 14.
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Roll of Honor : Allie L. Pease, Frank W. Foss, John W.
Brown, Emma B. Brown, Georgie E. Brown, May E. Gould,
Maud E. Gilman and Mabel F. Kelley. P.
No. 1.—Kelley.
Winter term of six weeks under the care of Miss Emma A.
Clarke, of Durham, N. H. Miss Clarke is a first-class teacher,
having had a long and successful experience, there was no occa-
sion for experimental work.
She at once placed her classes in "working order," and, by her
kind and intelligent direction the school progressed rapidly to its
close. Miss Clarke does not believe in a too frequent use of the
"rod," as a reminder of wrong doing, but appeals rather to the
reasons and better natures of her pupils ; and by her social, hind
and ladylike treatment readily gains the love and respect, and
usually the < heerful obedience of her scholars.
The closing examination was witnessed by a large number of
parents and friends of the children. No. of visitors, 18.
Roll of Honor : Geo. G. Allen, John W. Brown, Myrtie E.
Bickford, Georgie E. Brown, Albert A. Carr, Maud E. Gilman,
May E. Gould, Mabel F. Kelley, Leon C. Merrill, Leslie E. Bick-
ford.
Deserving honorable mention,—Emma B. Brown, Eva G. Os-
born and Abbie J. Parsons. P.
No. 2.— Potter School.
Two terms, one of eight and one of seven weeks, both taught
by Miss Ardena M. Diamond of Leudon.
Order perfect, and secured without any apparent effort on the
part of the teacher. The closing examination indicated that
there had been close and continued application on the part of the
scholars, and careful, efficient and intelligent direction on the
part of the teacher. The parents in this district take a lively
interest in the intellectual progress of their children ; they also
expressed their appreciation of a good school by their presence
at the closing examination.
Provide the scholars in this district with a comfortable and
attractive school room.
The scholars, as a token of their love and esteem, at the close
of the exercises presented their teacher with a nice jewelry cas-
ket. No. of visitors, 43.
Roll of Honor : Annie M. Barber, Hattie Clough, Irene Shan-
non, Joseph C. Barber, Clarence V. Clark, Carroll E. Foss, Frank
W. Foss, Ernest H. Goodwin, Chas. A. Goodwin, Allie L Pease,
Clarence D. Shannon and Myron W. Lane. P.
No. 3.—Hall's Mill.
First term of eisrht weeks, Mrs. Charlotte J. Collins teacher.
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On account of a misunderstanding, this school was visited but
once, and that at its commencement. Every thing then indi-
cated a prosperous and successful term, and from what I have
learned since its close, I think it is safe to report a profitable
school to all concerned.
Mrs. Collins possesses many traits that fit her especially for
the vocation of teacher. No. of visitors, 7.
Eoll of Honor : Lorenzo Perkins, Mary Page, Russell Clough
and Mabel Page.
Second term of seven weeks, Miss Olive E. Sanborn, teacher.
Miss Sanborn has taught this school several terms, giving per-
fect satisfaction, and meriting as she richly deserves, the f'lll
confidence of both parents and children. She possesses fine lit-
erary attainments ; has had a large and successful experience;
quick to discern the wants of the school, she evinces much tact
and ability in supplying those wants.
Miss Sanborn fully sustained her well-earned reputation as a
careful, correct and efficient teacher.
The school house in this district, or rather the apology for a
school house, has long since passed its day of usefulness, elegance
and beauty, and should be at once, and forever, removed from
view. Why the present rickety, unsightly, tumbledown old
structure has been, and is longer allowed to mar, by its presence,
this otherwise attractive and beautiful locality, the school board
fails to see and comprehend.
There are some "monument <" and "mementoes," aside from the
"Eternal hills," remaining, to remind us of the early days of our
ancestors, and of times and events that date anterior to the mem-
ory of our oldest inhabitants ; but when these reminders of the
past come to be, in the community where found, a disgrace and a
nuisance, let us then in the name of justice and humanity re-
move them forever from public gaze, and supply their place by a
structure, that shall be not only an honor and a credit to the
fathers, but at the same time, a blessing and a comfort to the
children.
Let us then willingly and cheerfully assist in procuring for the
residents of this section of the town, a convenient, comfortable
and commodious school building. The tax-payers in this part
of the district have already borne a heavy burden in procuring
for other children comfortable houses, and are receiving nothing
in return.
Unless the town district take some measures to provide the
children in this part of the district with at least a comfortable
house, the school board will be compelled to take some action in
the matter. No. of visitors, 5.
Roll of Honor : Mabel W. Page, Walter D. Page. P.
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Pond and Griffin School.
(No. 4.) Pond.
Winter term of nine weeks, Miss Alice M. Ayers, teacher.
By reason of the roads heing impassable, this school was not
visited at its close, and I can only remark in reference to its sue-
ces that, as a rule, the necessary requisites to a successful term
of school are a good teacher and industrious scholars, both of
which I found at my visit at its commencement. No. of visit-
ors, 5.
Roll of Honor : Georgie M. Griffin, and Fred S. French. P.
Griffin. (No. 14.)
One term of ten weeks, Miss Alice M. Ayer, teacher. This is
a very orderly and easily governed school ; the utmost harmony
between teacher and scholars was very apparent. Order perfect;
advancement satisfactory.
The declamations at the closing examination were thoroughly
committed and very finely rendered. The citizens of the dis-
trict, by an act which all sections of the town would do well to
emulate, expressed the deep interest they take in the education
of their children and the proper development of their minds, by
their general attendance at the closing examination.
As a token of their love and kind consideration, the scholars
united in bestowing upon their teacher a beautiful toilet glass.
No. of visitors, 21.
Roll of Honor : Luella Maxfield, Cora M. Tilton, Willie Til-





Summer term of eight weeks, Miss Ella C. Hancock, teacher.
Under Miss Hancock's instruction this school made very good
improvement. Order perfect. Miss Hancock has many quali-
fications that fit her especially for an instructor of the young.
A pleasant countenance and a kind word on the part of the teach-
er will often accomplish much more than harsh words and stern
looks.
Parents! visit your school and encourage your children. No.
of visitors, 5.
Roll of Honor : Nellie C. Paige, Winnie M. Paige, Nettie R.
Peaslee and Mamie E. Stockbridge.
Winter term of eight weeks under the direction of Miss Carrie
M. Sargent.
Miss Sargent ranks deservedly high as a teacher. Possessing
an intellect of a high order, she at once understands the wants
of the minds under her charge, and at the same time displays
much ability and good judgment in supplying those wants. Very
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thorough in her instruction, passing over nothing not thorough-
ly understood. Order satisfactory.
On account of extreme cold and bad condition of the roads the
school was visited but once. No. of visitors, 6.
Boll of Honor : Winnie M. Paige, Nellie C. Paige, Nellie E.





First term of eight weeks taught by Miss Hattie B. Cogswell.
This is the third consecutive term that Miss Cogswell has had
charge of this school. This is becoming one of our smallest
schools; yet there are some excellent scholars, that render its
examinations very interesting.
We would have retained Miss Cogswell as teacher of the fall
term, but she declined the position and Miss Diamond of Loudon
was given charge of the school.
Miss Diamond evinced the same good judgment, the same un-
selfish and untiring effort for the advancement of the scholars
that has characterized her previous efforts in town.
She was very pleasingly surprised to find upon her desk, the
closing day of the term, a fine volume of poems, the gift of her
school, a testimonial of their appreciation of her labor in their
behalf.
Number of visitors first term, 3.
Number of visitors 'second term, 22.
Boll of Honor : First term ; Esther Goodwin, Corran M. Smith.
Roll of Honor: Second term , Esther Goodwin, Annie M. Bar-




One term of ten weeks. Miss Abbie L. Lougee, teacher. Miss
Lougee has taught in this district several terms, and under her
direction the children of this school are making satisfactory ad-
vancement. Although this is a very small school and the schol-
ars young in }'ears, yet the closing examination was very inter-
esting ; showing there had been a good amount of substantial
work on the part of the teacher, and cheerful cooperation on the
part of the scholars and parents.
The house in this district is but little in advance of the one
on Hall's Hill. It is sadly out of repair and altogether unfit for
the purposes of a school room. As the house is a very small one
a trifling appropriation would put it in a condition suitable for
the purposes of a school. The school board would therefore rec-
ommend the raising of a sum sufficient for the above purpose.
No. of visitors, 0.




Fall term of ten weeks, taught by Miss Lizzie M. Page, who
is much liked by the pupils and their parents, and is a most
earnest and thorough teacher. Under her instruction the schol-
ars made rapid progress. She is deserving of a larger school. No.
of visitors, 11.
Koll of Honor : Winnie M. Page, Nellie R. Peaslee, Chas.W.
Beck and Ivo F. Weeks. W.
Allen's and Jones' Mills School.
No. 8.—Allen's Mills.
One term of ten weeks, taught by Miss Annie M. Weeks, a
graduate of Gilmanton Academy, class of 1886.
This was Miss Weeks' first experience in teaching and in her
own district. This being one of our smallest schools it afforded
but a very limited opportunity for the development of those char-
acteristics essential to the success of a teacher in our common
schools.
We were satisfied, however, that Miss Weeks is destined to
become one of our successful teachers.
A very marked improvement was observable at the closing ex-
amination. A few of the friends of education were present at
the close of the term. No. of visitors, 13.
Roll of Honor : Mary E. Weeks, Winnie B. and Ralph G.
Greenough. P.
Jones' Mill.—No. 13.
This is one of the largest schools in town, composed mostly of
small scholars. Miss Carrie M. Jones; a resident of the district,
taught the summer term of seven weeks. She has had charge of
this school in former terms, and under her management, the
school made fair progress. No. of visitors, 22.
Roll of Honor : Luella Maxfield, Cora M. Tilton, Horace Max-
field, Lee W. Pease, Howard Pease, Walter Sawyer and Willie
A. Tilton. W.
Winter term of six weeks, Miss Susie A. Smith of Worcester,
Mass., instructress.
It is commendation enough to say that Miss Smith has fully
sustained the high reputation acquired in this district and town
in years past.
Firm, yet mild in her government, considerate and conscien-
tious in all her requirements in the school room, everything, as a
matter of course, moves with the utmost harmony and regular-
ity.
Many things, and many principles usually passed over in our
district schools were taught and thoroughly explained in this
school, which served to open a broader field for study and inves-
tigation.
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Judging from the appearance of the school at my second visit
which was one week previous to its close, I am satisfied that the
members of this school fully appreciated the high privileges they
were enjoying, and were putting forth their best efforts to profit
all that the brevity of the term would allow. No. of visitors, 15.
Roll of Honor : Albert F. Clifford. P.
No. 9. Corner.
Summer term of nine weeks under the management of Miss
Idella M. Drew, a resident of the district, and who has taught in
the district several terms.
This school was visited but once, and that at its commence-
ment, therefore I am unable to give a report of the progress
made.
Miss Drew is a lady of fine literary attainments and possesses
many qualifications necessary for a succesful teacher. With a
liberal amount of energy, determination and perseverance on the
part of the teacher, and close attention, perfect obedience and
continued application on the part of the scholars, a profitable
term would be the inevitable result. No. of visitors, 20.
Roll of Honor: Mary A. Wight, Guy Page and Geo. F. M.
Knowles.
Second term of eight weeks, under the instruction of Miss Co-
ra B. Gale.
Miss Gale is too well, and too favorably known and appreci-
ated, as a teacher in Gilmanton, to need any encomiums of mine.
Allow me to say, however, that I admire the promptness, energy
and decision manifested in her method of instruction and gener-
al management of her school. It is evident that Miss Gale is,
not only a firm believer in the lines of Pope, that "Order is Hea-
ven's first law," but that it is also, one of the first and essential
requisites to a successful school. The scholars in this school are
mostly small, the larger ones, many of them, attending the acad-
emy, yet the school at its closing examination made an excellent
showing.
Miss Gale seemed to infuse new life and energy into this
school, and under her judicious management and thorough in-
struction this school has taken a front rank as compared with
other schools in town. Rhetorical exercises very interesting.
No. of visitors, 29.
Roll of Honor : Frank McClary, Geo. F. M. Knowles, Johnny
R. Sawyer, Lilla A. Durgin, Flossie B. Twombly and Blanche
L. Sawyer. P.
No. 12. Guinea Ridge.
Two terms, one of eight, and one of nine weeks, both taught
by Miss Carrie M. Sargent.
This is one of the smallest schools in town, only three resident
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scholars in the district
;
yet the teacher managed to infuse into
the minds of these three little scholars a good amount of energy,
enthusiasm and love for their studies, and the closiug examina-
tion of hoth terms showed there had been much intelligent effort
on the part of the teacher, and that her effort had been crowned
with success. No. of visitors both terms, 12.
Roll of Honor, for both terms, Lena A. Moulton, Bertie J.
Brackett and Lena A. Moulton.
P.
Rogers, Sanborn and Lamprey /Schools.
These schools have been arranged much the same as last year,
with a summer term at the Lamprey, and two fall terms, one at
the Sanborn, and the other at the Rogers school houses, giving
those who chose to attend, school advantages equal to those of
any other school in town. There ought to be a new school house
centrally located, of sufficient proportions to accommodate the
scholars of this section, to take the place of three old ones. Then
a good school of some thirty or more weeks during the year,
might be held, with a good teacher, and scholars enough to make
it sufficient!}'' interesting for all concerne-1.
Lamprey.—No. 17.
The summer term of nine weeks was taught by Miss Myrtie
S. Bickford.
This was her first experience as a teacher, nevertheless, she
entered upon the work with an energy and determination that
promised success. She seemed to be highly interested in her
school and put forth her best endeavors to promote the advance-
ment of her pupils. The small class in Physiology did remark-
ably well. No. of visitors, 16.




A fall term of nine weeks was taught by Miss Susie A. Smith
of Worcester, Mass., who has long since established her reputa-
tion as a successful teacher ; her ways with }?oung children are
most taking, and she has the tact of always getting from her
pupils their best "work. Being of extensive observation and ex-
perience, she is able to impart much valuable information not
found in text-books.
Although no preparation was made for the closing day, the
school appeared well, and all her exercises manifested a thorough-
ness on the part of teacher and scholars. No. of visitors, 6.




Fall term of nine weeks, taught by Miss Myrtie E. Bickford,
with good success.
Miss Bickford has attractive ways with children, takes to
teaching naturally, and is capable of managing a much larger
school. The closing exercises were witnessed by quite a delega-
tion of parents and friends. No. of visitors, 18.
Roll of Honor: Walter E. Paige and Bertha H. Ellis. W.
No. 18. Iron Works.
The summer term of nine weeks was taught by Mr. Frank C.
Page, whose good success with this school the past year led your
Board to believe it eminently proper to endeavor to secure his
services for the ensuing year, and gave him the offer of both
Summer "and Winter terms, which resulted in his engagement
for the Summer term.
Mr. Page entered upon his duties with the same earnestness
and zeal that has characterized his efforts in the past, and witli
an interest in the welfare of his pupils that secured for himself
their respect and esteem.
The school under his management was well disciplined and
made good progress. Having the offer of a better situation, Mr.
Page resigned his position at the close of the Summer term, and
found employment at Troy, X. Y. No. of visitors, 17.
Boll of Honor: Florence A. Marsh, Walter P. Babb, Milton
B. Babb, Mellen J. Brown, Roy C. Edgerly and Frank W. Par-
sons.
Second term of eight weeks under the instruction of Mrs. Et-
ta M. Gilman.
This is the largest school in town, and the duties of a teacher in
this school are many and varied, and at the same time trying
and onerous
;
yet the teacher proved herself equal to the task.
The same good judgment, the same conscientious effort for the
advancement of all, and the same kind and considerate treatment
of each different scholar under her charge, that has rendered her
previous labors in this and adjoining towns so eminently suc-
cessful, were especially noticeable.
It was apparent at my first visit that there existed between
teacher and scholar, a feeling of perfect harmony, which, I am
happy to state, was maintained to the close of the term.
There are some fine scholars m this school, better than are
found in any school in town.
Here is also one of the best arranged school rooms in town,
well supplied with idack-boards and maps.
Here, too, the parents supplement the term of public or district
school with a term of private school, which speaks well for the
parents in this district. And here, too, the parents visit their
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school and thereby say to their sons and daughters, "We feel a
deep interest in your educational welfare."
The closing examination was very interesting. It was not
merely a repetition of previously prepared questions and answers
but an intelligent and lucid explanation of principles gone over,
during the term.
Rhetorical exercises very appropriate and nicely rendered. No.
of visitors, 16.
Roll of Honor : Fannie H. Chadwick, Florence A. Marsh,
Lena R. Parsons, Florence M Shannon, Ina F. Connell, Belle
L. Smith, Hattie M. Smith, Mellen J. Brown, Milton B. Babb,
Walter P. Babb, Arthur R. Bickford, Albert C. Edgerly, Roy C.





In closing this report we feel it our duty to again call the at-
tention of the citizens of the district to the neglected condition
of some of our school houses; to the urgent necessitj- of taking
some action in the matter of repairs.
One house, if we may call it a house, should be removed, and
a new one erected in its place. One other should be thoroughly
repaired, and two need shingling the present year. Several
would be not a little improved and rendered much more attrac-
tive in their outer appearance by a coat of lead and oil.
It is a "penny wise and pound foolish" course, to permit our
school houses to remain, year after year, without making the nec-
essary repairs, simply because we are not personally and directly
interested in their preservation, or because we are not favorable
to the present school law. We can proceed only to a certain point
in this line of action, we can delay the repairing of our school
buildings only until they arrive to a certain stage of neglect and
decay, when the town authorities will interpose and furnish suit-
able and convenient school structures for the accommodation of
our children.
Our district school houses were once an index of the prosper-
ity, culture and refinement of the citizens of the district ; districts
formerly vied one with the other, in the beauty, finish and fur-
nishing of their school buildings. Let us emulate the example
of our ancestors, and not let it be said that Gilmanton neglects
the interests of her common schools, or turns a deaf ear to the
calls of her children.
We would also remind you of a glaring fault that now exists
in our schools, and that can only be remedied by persistent and
earnest effort on the part of parents; we refer to the practice of
of parents keeping their children at home, or allowing them to
absent themselves from school one or more half days in each
week during the term
;
parents are not aware of the amount of
time lost to the scholars by tolerating this pernicious habit. Dur-
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iug the school year just closed, there has been a loss, according
to the teachers' registers for their several schools, to the whole
number of scholars in town, of 4124 half-days ; equal to 412 2-5
weeks ; and this loss, for it is a loss, and an irreparable loss to
our children, must be charged to the parents. Parents ! consid-
er this matter and apply the remedy.
Another evil that exists to a certain extent and that tends to
retard the progress of our schools and greatly increase the labor
of the teachers, and not unfrequently very much impair their in-
fluence and usefulness, is the habit of discussing, not only in the
presence of our children but with them, the teacher's capabilities,
qualifications, manner of discipline and other matters which
should never be debated in their presence.
It will be evident to all, that a much better course, if there is
anythiug wrong connected with the school, or any wrong touch-
ing individual scholars that needs attention, investigation or cor-
rection, is redress through the agency of the school board.
In conclusion, allow us to return our thanks for the uniform
courtesy and cheerful cooperation we have received from parents,
teachers and scholars while in the discharge of our duties, as
guardians of the interests of our public schools ; and may our
management and superintendence of the schools in the future, be
such as to merit your continued confidence and kind lorbearance.
Geou<;e W. Pabsons, ) School Board.
J. Fremoxt Weeks, > of





Whole number of scholars not less than five years of age who
have attended school not less than two weeks, 1886, 265
Whole number of scholars not less than five years of age who
have attended school not less than two weeks, 1887, 228
Whole number of different scholars registered, 1886, 269
Whole number of different scholars registered, 1887, 231
Whole number of weeks of school for year 1886, 243
Whole number of weeks of school for year 1887, 222
Whole number terms of school, i836, 27
Whole number terms of school, 1887, 27
Average length of terms in weeks, 1886, 9
Average length of terms in weeks, 1887, 8 2-9
Average length of school in weeks made available to the differ-
ent scholars by uniting districts, 1886, 20 1-6
Average length of school in weeks made available to the differ-
ent scholars by uniting districts, 1887, 17 1-3
No. visits by school board, 1886, 49
No. visits by school board, 1887, 53
No. visits by citizens, 1886, 403
No. visits by citizens, 1887, 399
Amount of money raised by law, 1886. $1,001 00
" " " 1887, i.ooi 00
Amount literary money 1886, 178 12
1887, 17280
Amount of dog tax, or other money raised by taxation or oth-
erwise, and used for school purposes, 1886, 104 00
Amount of dog tax, or other money raised by taxation or oth-
erwise and used for school purposes, 1887, 46 63
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
Owen J. Edgerly, Treasurer of School Board in account with school
district in the town of Gilmanton
:
1887. Dr.
July 2. To cash received of town treasurer, $300 00
Aug. 25. " " 125 00
Nov. 8. " " 400 00
Dec. 3. " " 348 80
$1,173 So
By paid orders issued by the school board as follows
:
1887.









Ella C. Hancock, 8 " " 5,
Etta M. Oilman, 6 " «• i,
Myrtie M. Bickford. 9 " "17,
Frank C. Page, 9 " "18,
Ardena M. Diamond, 8 " "6,
Hattie B. Cogswell, 8 " •• 6,
Abbie L. Lougee, 10 " "7,
Carrie M. Sargent. 9 " ''12,
Charlotte J. Collins, 8 " " 3,
Ideila M. Drew, 9 " " 9,
Annie E. Weeks, 10 " " 8,
Etta M. Gilman, 7 " " 15,
Susie A. Smith, 9 " " 16,
Myrtie E. Bickford, 9 " " 10,
Alice M.Ayer, 10 •' " 14,
Ardena M. Diamond, 8 " "6,
Lizzie M. Page, 10 " " II,
J . W. Marsh for two cords wood,
Owen J. Edgerly, deficit in 18S7,
" wood furnished Gale school,
J. W. Cogswell, " Cogswell ''
Carrie M. Sargent, teachings weeks, No. 12,
Mrs. Orrin Dockham, cleaning house, No.i,
J. Brown, rep. house No. 1,
Mrs. H. N. Stockbridge, cleaning house No. 5,
Geo. W. Parsons for crayons, pail, express on
books, wood and lumber, rep. in No. 1,
Edwin N. Sanborn, " "16,
Enos T. Gilman, 1 cord wood, " 5,
Ezekiel E. Merrill, " '• 4,
Elijah C. Merrill, labor on school house and
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